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HISTORY OF FIRE PREVENTION WEEK: 
History: FIRE PREVENTION WEEK was established to commemorate the GREAT 

CHICAGO FIRE, the tragic 1871 conflagration that killed more than 250 people, left 100,000 

homeless, destroyed more than 17,400 structures and burned more than 2,000 acres. The 

fire began on October 8, but continued into and did most of its damage on October 9, 1871.  

This was one of the major fires that changed the way that firefighters and public officials 

thought about fire safety. On the 40TH anniversary of the GREAT CHICAGO FIRE, the Fire 

Marshals’ Association of North America decided that the anniversary of the GREAT 

CHICAGO FIRE should be observed not with festivities, but in a way that would keep the 

public informed about the importance of fire prevention.  

 
 
 

While the Great Chicago Fire was the best-known blaze to start during this fiery two-day stretch, 

it wasn't the biggest. That distinction goes to the Peshtigo Fire, the most devastating forest fire 

in American history. The fire, which also occurred on October 8th, 1871, roared through 

Northeast Wisconsin, burning down 16 towns, killing 1,152 people, and scorching 1.2 million 

acres before it ended. 
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In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first National Fire Prevention Day 

proclamation, and since 1922, Fire Prevention Week has been observed on the Sunday 

through Saturday period in which October 9 falls. This is the longest running public health 

and safety observance on record. The President of the United States has proclaimed a 

national observance during that week every year since 1925. 

Early Fire Prevention education: Long before Smokey Bear, there was a group of people called 

the “Dixie Crusaders”. With a fleet of special trucks, equipped with generators and motion-

picture projectors, they went on the road in September 1928. Between then and June 1931, the 

Dixie Crusaders, preached the gospel of fire prevention to three million people in Florida, 

Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. The highlight was a series of movies produced for the 

Crusaders to show. The Southern Forestry Education Project was at the time one of the most 
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intensive educational outreaches ever undertaken. It helped set the stage for the Smokey Bear 

era and the attitudinal changes about forests that were to come. 

 

 
 

Smokey Bear is an American campaign and advertising icon created by the U.S. Forest Service 

with artist Albert Staehle. In the Wildfire Prevention Campaign, which is the longest-running 

public service announcement campaign in United States history, the Ad Council, the United 

States Forest Service (USFS), and the National Association of State Foresters (NASF), in 

partnership with creative agency FCB, employ Smokey Bear to educate the public about the 

dangers of unplanned human-caused wildfires. A campaign began in 1944 featuring Smokey 

and the slogan "Smokey Says – Care Will Prevent 9 out of 10 Forest Fires". His slogan changed 

to "Remember... Only YOU Can Prevent Forest Fires" in 1947 and was associated with Smokey 

Bear for more than five decades.  In April 2001, the message was officially updated to "Only You 

Can Prevent Wildfires" in response to a massive outbreak of wildfires in natural areas other than 

forests (such as grasslands), and to clarify that Smokey was promoting the prevention of 

unplanned outdoor fires, not prescribed burns. Smokey has also had other lines throughout the 

years, but these have remained his central slogans.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Forest_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Albert_Staehle&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ad_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Forest_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Forest_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Association_of_State_Foresters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCB_(advertising_agency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildfires
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=1VrkZbtk&id=77ECFA7959AE0ED960C80045BF8F380B4AE32C77&thid=OIP.1VrkZbtkjoZY3-4lp_0CcwAAAA&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.americanforests.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2019%2f08%2fhistory-timeline-1928-dixie-crusaders-copy-2%402x-300x188.jpg&exph=188&expw=300&q=google+images-dixie+crusaders&simid=608006414601619380&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=nPuPN24V&id=8AD31D801A9C52F79C35FC9F4D5BB340F06F2438&thid=OIP.nPuPN24VBlkWnFJcyU7M-AHaKj&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fmedia.npr.org%2fassets%2fimg%2f2019%2f08%2f08%2f1951-shameful-waste-_custom-573b27cbeb05f8561a4302703fbdd1adabad4f5d.jpg&exph=2963&expw=2080&q=google+images+smokey+bear&simid=608042247538017513&selectedIndex=135
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Milestone: America Burning is a 1973 report written by the National Commission on Fire 

Prevention and Control to evaluate fire loss in the United States and to make 

recommendation to reduce loss and increase safety of citizens and firefighting 

personnel. The report concluded that fire prevention and fire safety education for the 

public were critical to reducing the losses associated with fires, and that firefighters also 

needed to be better educated for their jobs in fighting fires. As a result of the report, in 

1974 the United States Congress passed the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 

1974 leading to the formation of the U.S. Fire Administration, the National Fire 

Academy, the National Fire Incident Reporting System and the Center for Fire Research 

within the National Bureau of Standards. One of the most critical findings of the report 

was that the high death rate among American firefighters should be addressed. As a 

result of this report, firefighting agencies planned life and property loss-reduction 

strategies for handling incidents before they occurred.  

One of the outcomes of the report was the practice of architects and engineers including 

fire safety in the design of buildings.  

In the United States, the fire code is a model code adopted by the state or local 

jurisdiction and enforced by fire prevention officers within regional and municipal fire 

departments. It is a set of rules prescribing minimum requirements to prevent fire and 

explosion hazards arising from storage, handling, or use of dangerous materials, or 

from other specific hazardous conditions. It complements the building code. The fire 

code is aimed primarily at preventing fires, ensuring that necessary training and 

equipment will be on hand, and that the original design basis of the building, including 

the basic plan set out by the architect, is not compromised. The fire code also 

addresses inspection and maintenance requirements of various fire protection 

equipment in order to maintain optimal active fire protection and passive fire protection 

measures.  

A typical fire safety code includes administrative sections about the rule-making and 

enforcement process, and substantive sections dealing with fire suppression equipment, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_on_Fire_Prevention_and_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_on_Fire_Prevention_and_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Fire_Prevention_and_Control_Act_of_1974
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Fire_Prevention_and_Control_Act_of_1974
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Fire_Administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fire_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fire_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fire_Incident_Reporting_System
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Center_for_Fire_Research&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Bureau_of_Standards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firefighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_safety
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_department
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_department
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architect
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_protection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active_fire_protection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passive_fire_protection
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particular hazards such as containers and transportation for combustible materials, and 

specific rules for hazardous occupancies, industrial processes, and exhibitions.  

Sections may establish the requirements for obtaining permits and specific precautions 

required to remain in compliance with a permit. For example, a fireworks exhibition may 

require an application to be filed by a licensed Pyrotechnician, providing the information 

necessary for the issuing authority to determine whether safety requirements can be 

met. Once a permit is issued, the same authority (or another delegated authority) may 

inspect the site and monitor safety during the exhibition, with the power to halt 

operations, when unapproved practices are seen or when unforeseen hazards arise.  

List of some typical items in a fire code: 

 Certification for servicing, placement, and inspecting fire extinguishing 

equipment. 

 General storage and handling of flammable liquids, solids, gases (tanks, 

personnel training, markings, equipment) and limitations of quantities. 

 Specific uses and specific flammables (e.g., dry cleaning, gasoline distribution, 

explosive dusts, pesticides, space heaters, plastics manufacturing). 

 Permits and limitations in various building occupancies (place of assembly, 

hospital, school, theater, elderly care, child care, pre-schools) that require a 

smoke detector, sprinkler system, fire extinguisher, or other specific equipment or 

procedures. 

 Removal of interior and exterior obstructions to exits. 

 Proper storage of hazardous materials. 

 Permits and limitations in special outdoor applications (tents, asphalt kettles, 

bonfires, etc.). 

 Fireworks, explosives (licenses for manufacture, storage, transportation, sale, 

use). 

 Other hazards (flammable decorations, welding, manufacturing, tire yards). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_extinguisher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_extinguisher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elderly_care
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smoke_detector
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_sprinkler_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_extinguisher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazardous_material
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firework
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tire_fire
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Building Codes and Electrical Code all have provisions of the Fire Code in them. This 

includes the design of fire resistive walls and ceilings, exit requirements and other 

building features. 

Public fire safety education: Most U.S. fire departments now have fire safety education 

programs.  

 

Fire prevention programs may include distribution of smoke detectors, visiting schools 

to review key topics with the students and implementing nationally recognized programs 

such as NFPA’s "Risk Watch" and "Stop, Drop and Roll". Rohnert Park also has “Ready 

and Resilient” and “Taking Care of Business”. 

All programs tend to mix messages of general injury prevention, safety, fire prevention, 

and escape in case of fire. Contact Rohnert Park Fire Prevention at (707)584-2641 for 

more information. 

Sparky brings the message home: Sparky the Fire Dog is the official mascot of the 

National Fire Protection Association. Created in 1951 to promote fire safety education 

for children, he is a Dalmatian dressed in firefighting gear. Sparky’s message is geared 

more toward home fire safety and the character is well recognized among children. He 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalmatian_dog#In_popular_culture
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serves as the spokesdog for Fire Prevention Week each October in the United States 

and Canada. 

 

Use of fire safety plans: Fire safety plans are a useful tool for fire fighters to have 

because they allow them to know critical information about a building that they may 

have to go into. Firefighters can use this plan locate and avoid potential dangers such 

as hazardous material storage areas and flammable chemicals. 

In addition to this, fire safety plans can also provide specialized information that, in the 

case of a hospital fire, can provide information about the location of things like the 

nuclear medicine department and places such as Intensive Care, where patients cannot 

be easily moved.  

In addition to this, fire safety plans also greatly improve the safety of firefighters. 

According to FEMA, 16 percent of all firefighter deaths in 2002 occurred due to a 

structural collapse or because the firefighter got lost. Fire safety plans can outline any 

possible structural hazards, as well as give the firefighter knowledge of where he is in 

the building.  

In North America alone, there are around 8 million buildings that require a fire safety 

plan. As previously stated, a copy of the approved fire safety plan shall be available for 

the responding fire department. This, however, is not always the case. Up until now, all 

fire plans were stored in paper form in the fire department. The problem with this is that 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_Prevention_Week
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemicals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_medicine
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=F18dW653&id=65E58FB99693C54B5E56D7E45B4C14E0BF61F5F3&thid=OIP.F18dW653CC5AfjsVUlUI0AHaJe&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fpraacticalaac.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2012%2f10%2flogosparkyfire.png&exph=234&expw=183&q=sparky+the+fire+dog+pictures&simid=608024698284606327&selectedIndex=63
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sorting and storing these plans is a challenge, and it is difficult for people to update their 

fire plans. This problem has been solved through the introduction of digital fire plans. 

These fire plans are stored in a database and can be accessed wirelessly by firefighters 

and are much simpler for building owners or the fire department to update. Firefighters 

often perform the fire inspection of buildings and businesses in order to remain familiar 

with them. 

Fire Codes: Fire Codes are updated every three years. Often the additions are from the 

result of a catastrophic event, which could have been prevented, such as compromised 

exits or the need to maintain fire alarms. Rohnert Park modifies the State Fire Code to 

address local issues. 

Defensible space: Defensible space is the area around a house or structure where the 

vegetation has been modified to reduce the wildfire threat and to provide an opportunity 

for firefighters to effectively defend the house/structure. This is a new concept which 

was developed in the 1970’s. It has become a very successful idea, which is common 

practice today. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Database


9 
 

 

Zone 1 
Zone 1 extends 30 feet* from buildings, structures, decks, etc. 

 Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds (vegetation). 

 Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof and rain gutters. 

 Remove branches that hang over your roof and keep dead branches 10 feet away from 

your chimney. 

 Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees. 

 Relocate wood piles to Zone 2. 

 Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs near windows. 

 Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and under decks. 

 Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could catch fire, such as patio 

furniture, wood piles, swing sets, etc. 

Zone 2 
Zone 2 extends 100 feet out from buildings, structures, decks, etc. 

 Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches. 

 Create horizontal space between shrubs and trees. (See diagram) 

 Create vertical space between grass, shrubs and trees. (See diagram) 

 Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, and small branches. However, they 

may be permitted to a depth of 3 inches. 

In addition, please keep leaf build-up and other vegetative 
matter out of your gutters and off of your roof. The 
recommended spacing of plants and removal of lower 
branches are illustrated below: 
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You may always contact the Fire Prevention Division at (707)584-2641. 

Stay Safe! 


